
[4/23/79-Not Submitted] [CF, O/A 548] 

Folder Citation: Collection: Office of Staff Secretary; Series: Presidential Files; Folder: [4/23/79-
Not Submitted] [CF, O/A 548]; Container 114 

To See Complete Finding Aid: 
http://www.jimmycarterlibrary.gov/library/findingaids/Staff_Secretary.pdf 

http://www.jimmycarterlibrary.gov/library/findingaids/Staff_Secretary.pdf


�JrV, Ui u I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
f 
I 
I 
I 
I 

u �: �, u: I 
I 
l 
I 
I 
l 
I 
1 
I 
t 
I 

u lj U· u I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I· 

· tHnn I 
I 

� I 

•r---- -- I. 
' \ \ .•, \: 

1 

D.l\'T'E: 23 �PR 79 ' 

FOR ACTION: STU ETZENSTAT 

\,_ \ 

INFO CNLY: 

T H E 'W H T T E H 0 U c; E 

l.'\l'.�.SHINGTON 

SUB.JECT: PRIX:L�MATION: N�TIONAL �CTT.ON FOR POSTER CBILT1REN MO\JTH 

++++++++++++II I II Ill I I II! 11+111 I II Ill Ill-+ +1111111111111 I II II++ 

+ RESPONSE DUE TO RICK HUTCHESON STAFF SECRETARY (45�-7052) + 

+ BY: 1200 PM 1,.\JEfNESDAY ?.5 �PR 79 + 

++++++++++ 1-1-I I I I I +++ I I I I I I+++++++++++++++ ++++++I I I I I I I I ++t-++++ 

ACTION REQUESTED: YOUR C(J\1l'I{ENTS 

STAFF RESPONSE: ( ) I CO\JCUR. ) NO COMMENT. ( ) HO LD. 

PLEASE NOTE OTHER CO�ENTS BELOW: 

\ 

Stu-- We will iill this unless you know of a good reason 
for tt to be issued. 
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VICE �ESIDENT 
JORDAN 
EIZENSTAT 
KRAFT 
LIPSHUTZ 
MOORE 
POWELL 
RAFSHOON 
WATSON 
WEXLER 
BRZEZINSKI 
MCINTYRE 
SCHULTZE 

ADAMS 

ANDRUS 
BELL 
BERGLAND 
BLUMENTHAL 
BROWN 

CALIFANO 
lllffiRTS 

KREPS 
MARSHALL 
SCHLESINGER 
STRAUSS 
VANCE' 

FOR STAFFING 
FOR INFORMATION 
FROM PRESIDENT'S OUTBOX 
LOG IN/TO PRESIDENT TODAY 
IMMEDIATE TURNAROUND 
NO DEADLINE 
LAST DAY FOR ACTION 

ADMIN CONFIDENTIAL 
CONFIDENTIAL 
SECRET 
EYES ONLY 

ARAGON 
BUTLER 
H. CARTER 
CLOUGH 
CRUIKSHANK 
FALLOWS 
FIRST LADY 
GAMMILL 
HARDEN 
HUTCHESON 
LINDER 
MARTIN 
MOE 
PETERSON 
PETTIGREW 
PRESS 
SANDERS 
VOOROE 
WARREN 
WISE 
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GENERAL. COUNSEL. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

April 10, 1979 

MEMORANDUM FOR RICK HUTCHESON 

FROM: WILLIAM M� 
SUBJECT: Proposed Proclamation of Observance 

Attached is a proposed proclamation for·National Action 
for Foster Children Month to be observed this month. 
This draft and the attached justification were submitted 
by the Secretary, HEW. 

This proposed observance does not meet the criteria estab­
lished by Presidential policy: it is neither traditional 
nor supported by a joint resolution of the Congress. In 
addition, we are well into the month_of April and there is 
very little time left for interest groups to organize 
appropriate observances. 

· 

Another consideration· is _relevant to this request. In re­
cent years Congress has enacted joint resolutions calling 
for the observance of.National Family Week during the week 
of Thanksgiving. The proclamation issued pursuant to last 
year's joint resolution paid tribute to all families, 
specifically including foster

.
and adoptive families. 

Under these circumstances OMB recommends that the proposed 
proclamation not be issued. If it is to be issued, how­
ever, we have no objection to the text of HEW's draft. 

Attachments 



THE: SECRETARY Or H:::ALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE 

WASHI�JGTON. !:l. C. 20201 

APR 6 1979 

The Honorable James T. Mcintyre 
Director, Office of Management 

and Budget 
Executive Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20503 

Dear Mr. Mcintyre: 

On behalf of citizen groups and organizations across the 
country who are working together to improve services to 
foster children, I am foP.varding for your consideration and 
approval a proposed Presidential Proclamation for Rational 
Action for Foster Children Month, to be observed during 
April, 1979. 

In recognition of the need for a national focus on the 
problem of inadequate social services to foster children and 
their families, the first Action �·leek was established in 
April 1972. This w�s the start of a citizens' volunteer 
movement to bring about changes and improvements, State by 
State and community by co��unity, which has gained substan­
tial support and public attention. A National Action for 
Foster Children Honth in 1979 \vill greatly contribute to 
continued public interest and activity. 

Your assistance in bringing this recommendation to the 
President's attention will be greatly appreciated • 

. 

The explanatory material accompany.ing the P:�;:oclamation 
describes program developments since 1972. 

Er1closures 

Sincerely ,  

4L /. �./. t{ A �tt- �if'J · 
Joseph A. Calif�o, r. 



·National Action for Foster Children was established in 1972. 
In July 1976, NAFC \vas a•..;;::...rded a th!:"ee-year derronstration grant 
by the Children's Bureau. D..rring the grant period, NAFC has 
assisted in the establishrent of 11 State-wide Action Ccmnittees, 
18 local Action Corrrnittees, aP.d has TMJrked \vith an additional 
10 sit� to !::€gin Action Oxmittee plarmi.ng. 

Organizations represented on th� National Action for Foster 
Children carmittees are: 

American Bar ll..sscx::iation 
Arrerican GI Forum 
Aterican Legion Ccrrrnission for Children and Youth 
Association of Jlii'.ior Leagues 
Child Welfare Leaqc:e of America 
National 1-..s.sC:ciaticn ·for Retarded Citizens 
National Confere..n.ce of catholic Charities 
National Congress of Parents and Teachers 
National Cour.cil of Juvenile and Family Court Judges 
National Council of Je-.rish �·:'anen 

National Council of State Ccmnittees fo!:' Children 
and Youth 

National Foster Pcr=.:'"lt Association 
National Ruritar1 
National Urre..r1 League 
North American .Indi.=:...'rl �'k>rren' s Association 

Associate !1eml::::ers are: 

Arrerican Hurrru'"le Assoc:iation 
B'Nai B'Rith �'laren 

'!ypical activities of State a:-.:d local Action Corrmittees include: 

o Developing atld i."T?lerenti..Ti.g foster parent training programs 
o W)rking with State agencies to develop foster ca:re case 

review syste:ns 
· 

o Assisting States to irrple:nent subsidized adoption 
legislation 

o Conducting confere.TJ.ces ar.d seminars of state-specific 
fOster family care issues, legislation and administrat�on. 



By the President of the li'nited States of A.rre.rica 

Every nation views its child...�! as its ITOst valuable asset. Each 

generation hopes that the next ge,."1eration '-.ill prove to be stronger, 

healthier, and wiser-and thus lead us o!l. to p=:>......ace, rroral integrity, 

happiness, and financial stability. 

In order to protect a..11d eW..&'"lce our future, Uri.s conn try plans and 

. provides for its children through our educatior1al syste1-rs, rraternal and 

child health programs, juvenile ju.::.-'-Lice s:;ste:ll, public \,"elfare, social 

. services and child welfare prCXJra'"C:S. Pcco;Di zing that child.reo."1 in loving 

family environments have .the best chance to gra..; L"1.to healt_�y and happy 

adults, the United States GovcrTh"7e.l.!t sup.?J�<-5 this conce?t through a 

partnership with states in fnncling se_rvice p:::o;rai1S, developing educational 

, 

IPaterials, and promoting research in areas of farmly life and child develo� 

rrent. One of the exceptional effor-...s t,yhich origL.1ated in the federal system 

is the National Action for Foster Children " ... hlch pre>-mtes citizen participation 

and leadership, in order to help p:Covide better services to foster childre,."1. 

and their families. 

Over 500,000 children in the United States are living apart from their 

awn families in foster horr:es and group facilities . For a substantial nUIDber, 

placerrents are repeated with rrore tha.."1. one foster family, accorrpanied by the 

need for multiple adjustrrents a..1d \-lith discontinuity of attacl"Lrrents. A.lthough 

placements of· these children are rrade wi t.'-:1 c;oc:x:l intentiortS, the resources are 

not always available to assure thein t.�at t:"-ley will be able to return to their 

ha.-res "'.·rithin a reasonable period of t.:irte .  'L"1e needs of foster children are 

real and urgent. 'Ihey are the concern of all ltrei"ica..n_s. 

In 1972, the President set aside by ?rccla:-ration a '·'�e..'tc in j'\pril as 

National Action for Foster Chil.crei"l �·;ee::-:--23 a tLTe to brL"1g before the 

public the story of our foster chilcL---en• s n::eds-a ti.Te for states a.�d 



' • ..,>-

co.-mnmities to plan activities ar-.d prcgra-:s in a cooperative· effort to 

achieve better services for fc:::>:..er chilCL..--e...'!.. As a result of the wurk of 

thousands of dedicated fk."'ple c::8rcss t'-:e �'"U!"ltrj, a new awareness of the 

problems facing foster childre.;'"l 2...:.--:C "u'"l.ei r families :P.as eevelo?=d and 

cha.11ges have occurred as a a;::-'-Jvities of 1-..ction Comnittees. 

Tnis year--1979 the L���tional Year of tPe Glild--it is 

. appropriate that this awarer2ss .be st:retd"£:d. over a lonser _;::eriod of .tirre-

and the nonth of April has been c,.'-l�n as t."!e t:iJre to re�ew our dedication 

to all of our children vlho neeii scr:e l.. .:'?2 or reinforcet-re..TJ.t during their 

developing years from social ser-...-ice a;encies a.!d foster families. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JIY.!>f:: G...?.J.:d, President of t.�e tJnited States of 

Arrerica, do hereby designate t:.,"-:e , .. o_:�'-1. of �;)ril as National AC-t-ion for 

Foster Children Month. 

I urge Americans across �":.e C::Ju:ntry, ili"1d especially GJve.rnors an d  · 

Mayors to join in this effort � vol:-2t2:2::::- t.,'-1eir attenticn, · tirre and a�ergy 

in behalf of foster children, so t:.�t. t.'-:.e'.r can have equal op::::ortunity for 

the love, strength, and encoure.;s.cent tr.a.t cc:s-es fra.-n a stable family l ife. 

Let us join together to assure t.'-ri.s c��; ty' to our rrost valuable 

resource--Arrerica' s childra"1. 

day of 

, in the year of our lord D i -::.etee_'1 hmdred a."1d seventy-nine, a11d of 

the Independence of the United States of ll.r.:erica t.'le h;o hundred and third. 




